THE BEACON

The Hardin church of Christ
http://www.hardincoc.com

Sunday, January 2%), 2008
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Visitors, we are happy to _
have you with us and invite | [}

LH%

you to come back at any andlhﬂ\
every opportunity you get!!!  IT. I

Tonight

Our singing night followed by a finger food fellowship that
is normally scheduled for the third Sunday evening of the
month will be postponed one week. In lieu of our singing
night we will have with us one of the missionaries that we
support in the work with orphans in China, Mark Khan.
Please attend and be encouraged by the work that is going

| Thank You

Several came on Thursday night to assist in organizing and
cleaning up some of the clutter. The work is not entirely
done, but a great deal did get finished and a few pizzas
were ordered and ate. If you get a chance take a look
downstairs in the workroom and the room across from it.
Those of you who help with things like this are the grease
that keeps this machine running. Thanks for everything.

Today’s Sermons:
AM: “Be Clean” (Luke 5.12-16)
PM: Mission Report (China Orphan Homes)

Prepare for Next Week:
AM: “The Sick Need a Physician” (Luke 5.27-32)
PM: SINGING NIGHT

CALENDAR

(Hardin Activities)

Jan 21: Ladies Bible class at
Anna R.’s house, 6.30pm.

Jan 25: Friday night forum
(a group Bible study on a
particular topic), 6pm

Jan 27: Activity Planning
Session, after pm services.

Jan 27: Singing night with
fellowship to follow

Thursdays (starting in Feb):
Evangelism Training Class,
at building, 6-7pm

Feb 10: Elders & Deacons

Meet after pm services

Feb 17: Singing night
(Other Activities)

Feb 14-15: Great Smoky Mt.

Marriage Retreat (more info
on bulletin board)

Mar 8: West KY Bible Bowl,
Lone Oak, 8am (Parents, be
studying 1Sam 1-17 with
your children)

Mar 22: Workshop at Briens-
burg, more details to come




Those To Serve THIS Week (1/20): iThose To Serve NEXT Week (1/27):

I
AM Announcements: Dennis Redden :M Announcements: Mike Wyatt
Song Leader: Mike Wyatt Song Leader: Phil Wyatt
Scripture Reading: Harold Jones Scripture Reading: Jarrod Bennett
Opening Prayer: Leon Lovett Opening Prayer: Trice Dunn
Lord’s Supper Devo.: Tim Reynolds Lord’s Supper Devo.: Mason Thompson
Lord’s Supper: Lord’s Supper:

Greg Nelson Dale Newport Ronnie Black Terry Henderson
Kevin Bennett Jarrod Bennett Greg Nelson Dale Newport
Jeff Lofton Dwayne Oakley Kevin Bennett Jeff Edwards
Rear: Ethan & Keaton Guthrie Rear: Ethan & Keaton Guthrie

Greeter: Emma Ramsey & Linda Veid Greeter: Harold & Patricia Jones
PM Song Leader: Mike Wyatt PM Song Leader: SINGING
Opening Prayer: David Smith
Lord’s Supper: Danny Higgins
Closing Prayer: Jim Holland
Wed Song Leader: Mark Reynolds
Opening Prayer: Nick Smith
Closing Prayer: Steve Starks
Devotional: Daniel Walker

Opening Prayer: Greg Nelson
Lord’s Supper: Danny Higgins
Closing Prayer: Dwayne Oakley
Wed Song Leader: Phil Wyatt
Opening Prayer: Dennis Redden
Closing Prayer: Mark Reynolds
Devotional: Daniel Walker
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Closing Prayer: Ron Owen I Closing Prayer: Steve Higgins
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Bus Drivers: Doublepuzale 13
Jan 20, 23—Trice D.

Jan 27, 30—Jim H. LEAN, SLOPE, SLANT | L[] ]
Feb 3, 6—Neil V. T T 0 &3
Feb 10, 13—Greg N. o
Feb 17, 20—Mason T. ONE___ OF BREAD (EX.29:23) m gl

BENEVOLENCE ||| conauer IENEEE
“..let us do good to everxone”
NOT DEEP HEEEREN

In December we helped 6
families with groceries, elec-
tric or water bhills, etc with
approx. $417. Who knows the
impact it will make!!!

ELR I T A TR

AYOUNGLION OR EEAR m
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Record

Actual  Goal
Sunday School 109 125

Worship AM 132 150 | | | | | | |
Worship PM 100 125
HEpEEEREER

Midweek 95 125

Offering $2520v" $2500 Th 17 18 19 &0 7] 72 23 P4 ob oo or cB 2v Tn‘l'ﬁl'l'ﬂ'l

$753 http:/bibleword games.com
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Abraham: The Friend of God

"Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him
for righteousness." And he was called the friend of
God." (James 2:23)

Abraham is called the father of the faithful (Gal. 3:16-
29; Rom. 4:11) and "the friend of God" (Jas. 2:23). He
is an example to us in many ways, therefore, it is al-
ways good to study him and learn from that which the
Bible reveals to us about him.

In commenting on the statement that Abraham was
"the friend of God," Guy N. Woods said, "God re-
garded Abraham as his friend because he was ever
faithful to God and always submitted his will to
God's." (A Commentary on the Epistle of James, p.
146) In his faithfulness and obedience, Abraham dem-
onstrated several characteristics that we would do well
to emulate so that we too might become friends of
God.

Faithful

Nearly every action in Abraham's life shows his great
faith in God. He left his country and countrymen never
to return (Heb. 11:8-16). He believed the promise of a
son though such a birth was naturally impossible
(Rom. 4:18-21). He cast out a son, Ishmael when
Sarah and God commanded it (Gen. 21:9-14). He was
even willing to offer Isaac, the son of promise, when
God demanded it (Heb. 11:17-19). Because of his
great faith, he enjoyed the victory of faith (Gen.
22:12).

Obedient

As seen in the illustrations above, whatever God
wanted Abraham to do, he did. Whether it was leaving
his homeland, casting out one son or sacrificing an-
other, he obeyed God without question or qualm.
Devoted

In Genesis 18:19 God states one of the reasons He
was able to bless Abraham so abundantly and regard
him as His friend. He said, "For | have known him, in
order that he may command his children and his
household after him, that they keep the way of the
Lord, to do righteousness and justice, that the Lord
may bring to Abraham what He has spoken to him."
Abraham'’s devotion to God not only caused him to
walk obediently but also allowed him to influence oth-
ers, especially those in his own house, to do the same.
Peaceable

In situations where strife could have occurred and
then escalated, Abraham seemed able to defuse them
(cf. Gen. 13:1-13). There was one key trait in his char-

acter that caused him to be able to be such a peace-
maker -- he regarded others better than self. This is a
quality that the Christian is to possess today. Philippi-
ans 2:3-4 states, "Let nothing be done through selfish
ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each
esteem others better than himself. Let each of you
look out not only for his own interests, but also for the
interests of others."
His unselfish nature is not only seen in giving his
nephew Lot first choice of land in which to pasture his
flocks and herds (Gen. 13:9) but also in his willingness
to intercede for the people of Sodom and Gomorrah
(Gen. 18:22-23). Even though they were wicked,
Abraham was concerned for them and did what he
could to spare them from the judgment which came
upon them.
The hospitality he gives to three men, who are angels
of God, in Genesis 18:1-8 also shows his regard for
others. Though he does not know these men, he gen-
erously provides for their needs. Since Christians are
to be "given to hospitality” (Rom. 12:13), the writer of
the book of Hebrews uses this incident in the life of
Abraham to emphasize this responsibility: "Do not
forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some
have unwittingly entertained angels" (13:2).
A Pilgrim and Sojourner
Christians are to be pilgrims and sojourners in this life,
living in the world but not being of the world (John
15:19; | John 2:15-17). Again, Abraham is their exam-
ple. "By faith he (Abraham -- GT) dwelt in the land of
promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with
Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same prom-
ise; for he waited for the city which has foundations,
whose builder and maker is God" (Heb. 11:9-10). As
he looked "for a city,” we must ever be looking to
heaven and the things that are above (Col. 3:1-3)
realizing that, even now, our real citizenship is in
heaven (Phil. 3:20).
Conclusion
Because Abraham lived as a friend of God while on
earth, he now lives in Paradise (Luke 16:23-31). Since
God is no respecter of persons (Acts 10:34-35), we
can have that same hope if we will live the same life.
Let us all follow the example of Abraham and do what
is necessary to be those who can be called friends of
God.
Gene Taylor
Centerville Road church of Christ



i PRAYER LIST

'“The prayer of a righteous person has great power...” (James 5:16)
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'SHUT-INS

| BRITTHAVEN:

| Pauline Shepherd (100)
: Patsy Farris (111A)

1 Dean Gay (121)

| Erlene Higgins (220B)

: Nadine Peck (126B)

1 Ruia Williams (106)

: MCH Long Term Care:

| Melba Wilkins

| Spring Creek:

| Margaret Grogan (311)
: Perry Cornwell (316A)
I At Home:

: John Grogan

1 Sharon Brewer

Service Times
Sunday School - 9.15am

Sun Worship - 10am, 6pm

Wed. Bible Class - 7pm

1
]

Krystal Denfip (treatments)
Sherline Lovett (treatments)
James D. Wilkins (dialysis)
Jerry Dale, Collin Wyatt,
James Courtney, Ann Dismore,
Leon Lovett, Rachel Cardwell,
Larry Traughber, Gunner Gilespie,
Frances Hendrickson, Ruia Williams,
Deborah Steele, Chance Hasty,
Jarrod Bennett, Emma Ramsey,
Louzanne Carr, Tot Dunn,
Russell Bohannon, Emma Powell,
Scotty Henson, Pat Ealy, Joe Nimmo,
Troy Ahart, Adelle Ramsey,

Call the church # (437-4413) if you need a ride.

Hardin church of Christ

Hardin, KY 42048-0054

PO Box 54, 156 Watkins St.

SHEPHERDS

“Shepherd the flock of God...serving
as overseers...being examples to the
flock.” (1 Pet. 5:2-3)
DENNIS REDDEN

437-4758 (H); 705-1784 (C)
DAVID SMITH

437-3026 (H); 559-5014 (C)

DEACONS

“For those who have served well as
deacons obtain for themselves a good
standing...” (1 Timothy 3:13)

RICKY COLLINS 354-9362
African Mission Work/

Audio & Video/Visitation

TRICE DUNN 753-9163
Education Ministry/Bldg Maintenance
TERRY HENDERSON 527-0727
Outreach/Benevolence

DANNY HIGGINS 474-2728
Worship Ministry/Van Maintenance
STEVE HIGGINS 527-5752
Fellowship & Functions/Audio & Video
JIMMY HOLLAND 354-8616
Treasurer/Worship Ministry

HAROLD JONES 437-4571
Benevolence
GREG NELSON 527-5870

Pee Wee Camp/Maint. & Insurance
DWAYNE OAKLEY 437-4314
Youth Ministry/World Bible School
MARK REYNOLDS 527-2986
China Mission/Van Maintenance/
Disaster Relief

TIM REYNOLDS 437-4414
Visitation/Education Ministry

GARY SCHROADER  437-4513
Fellowship & Functions

MINISTERS

DWAYNE OAKLEY (Youth)
437-4314 (H); 205-1382 (C)

DANIEL WALKER (Pulpit)
437-4413 (H); 748-6746 (C)




